2
Week 1 Discussion Responses
Response to Melissa Davis
Hello Melissa, indeed, the starting point of quantitative research is a particular theory or hypothesis that needs to be confirmed by the research. Although I grant that methods such as surveys can be used in quantitative research, it does not necessarily follow that quantitative research studies will always have more participants compared to qualitative research hence the study sample size cannot be used to accurately differentiate the two research approaches. Conversely, the two approaches fundamentally differ based on their paradigms, which are the particular set of assumptions that they adhere to (Slevitch, 2011).  The qualitative approach uses an interpretive paradigm, which focuses more on the in-depth variables and factors associated with a particular context and takes into account the cultural, circumstantial, and time differences in creating different social realities (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). On the other hand, quantitative research uses a positivist paradigm that considers facts without being influenced by different interpretations or contexts and is more focused on identifying facts and regularities that are observable and can be measured (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019).
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Response to Nancy Durousseau
Hello Nancy, I concur with you regarding the role of quantitative research in testing hypotheses. Nonetheless, I think your explanation of what a positivist approach entails is good but slightly inconclusive and would add that a positivist paradigm entails consideration of the facts without being influenced by different interpretations or contexts and is more focused on identifying facts and regularities that are observable and can be measured (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). However, I agree that an interpretive approach acknowledged differences in the perception of information, focusing more on the in-depth variables and factors associated with a particular context and taking into account the cultural, circumstantial, and time differences in creating different social realities (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). As such, the two approaches fundamentally differ based on their paradigms, which are the particular set of assumptions that they adhere to (Slevitch, 2011). However,, how do the qualitative and quantitative approaches differ in terms of their epistemologies and ontologies?
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